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New Law ‘Greatest Thing’

(EDITOR™S . iwthe secand in a series

of three ariicles p The Bahamas
Information Services on the o lobster and
its importance to The Bahamas 2o omy.)

Bahamian fishermen in the Family Istands are
rejoicing over the Government's decision 10
protect the crawfish industry from ruthless
exploitation by Cuban lishermen haged in the
United Stales.

Reports reaching Nassau indicate that
Jogistation recently passed by Parliament
providing for the exercise of sovereign rights
over the resources of the Continental Shetf of The
Bahamas his been widely acclaimed as Hthe
geatest thing that has hapre o0 o the fishing
mdustry in the Batame ' .

They predict a phar menal et e the
number of lobster tails ¢+ orted oo ©oed
States in 1975, s well v 4 greater suppr 10t
el ronsuription.

Richard W, beales, Fisheres Officer at the
Ministry of Apricullure, #*isheries and Locai
Governmenthas confirmed that there has been a
considerable increase in interest in the fishery
hy Bahamian fishermen over the past 18 months,
with new vessels and new processing facilitics
entering the industry.

Mr. Beales helieves that the recent amend
ment Lo the repulations permitting Bahamian
fishermen to use traps for the capture of
crawfish, now means that Bahamians can Cx-
ploit the deoper waters of the banks and can
continue fishing during adverse weather.

At the present time Government has no control
over the resources of the Bahamn vanks.
Bahamian fishermen arc subjec con-

I gervation regulations of the Bahaimas w woin the

12.mile exclusive fishing zone, whereas bevond
the 1Z-nile limt, foreign fishermen hav! "
able to fish throwthout the year, inchuding duving
he Florida closed season, Snd are known to have
taken larpe quantities of rmdersized and cgh
beaving  apimals for which markets can he
readily found in the United States.

Croe vhishoutside the 12 aale lmit are the sivne
as thuse found within the it consequently, e
Goverpment's decision 1o declare the spine
Tobster a € ture of the Contmental Shelf LRI
Bahamas is clearly in the long-tevn best it
+f otk the erawfish stocks, and the Bahamiau
fishermen.

jecause of a lack of complete statistical
caverape for the Rahamas, some diffically 18

und when trying 10 4ssess the true value of the
 wyfish industry o \he Bahamian economy.
[Yu.. however are available for all landings
e in Nassau and for all exports made from
’ Lan,

Jus s oo i Aortsl, over 40,000

Jr e ede wen i of i awlish have heen exs
ported o the L mied States, from wiirh the
by e es Miisiny receives an oxport fee of
e vents per pound. Filly-six exporl licenscs
have een issuied for 1974-75
A conservative estimate of the value of the
crsh resources in Llerms of praduction during
as been put at §3t ilkion. ‘This is said to
he tess than half of whal was laken off the
Bahamas Bapks by foreign fishermen during the
same period.

It 1s the policy of the Bahamas Government to
encourage fishermen to sell their catch within

T~ Tocal Fishing
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he Bahamas where it can be processed and l
pnvkuucd before  heing cxpnrlcd as @
wproduce of the RBahamas.”

The processing gide of the industry, therefore,
helps 0 provide on-shore employment for many
Bahamians. Processing plants are presently
jncated on several of the Family Islands as well
44 in New Providence and Grand Bahama.

( yban fishermen based in Florida arce today
considered a threat to tie Bahamas lobster in-
dustry.

Saven years g0 {i:hermen out of Flerida
harvested abowt two-thirds m IFlorida waters
and one-third  from the continental shell of the
Bahamas. Now me!® than lwice as many of
Florida lobsier landing's comes from the con-
linental shelves of the 1ahamas

I an arlicle writlen in 1972 by Andreas
Holmsen, Professor of RBecsources fLeonomics,
Mr. Holmsen frankly admitted “Hat “the United
States gets inuch of its cateh from the Aahamas
pround . Poaring 1972, G0 IMlorida’ based
fishermen, 260 booils and 2L essels were in-
volved in the spcy wohvter hishery in Flovida.
For 1974 when the count i Labulated the figures
are expected to jnereiase fyy i Jeast 25 per eent.

According to it Natoinl  Marine tisheries
Service report, during the years 1964 to 1973,
approximately 12000000 s of lobster were
canpht i lorifs walers, cmnpdrcd with over

5,000 T caught in “other waters,”
Bahamian?

An interesting aspect of ihese figures is the
fact that in 1964 just over 2,600,000 115 of crawfish
were caught by Florida based fishermen in
Florida waters, against 1,000 000 1bs. taken in
“other waters”’ (Bahamiany, wiile in 1972,
4,790,000 lbs. of crawfish were taken in ¥lorida
waters oo apgainst whoron0  lbs, taken in
fahamian waters

This et
vl e

Lot ccn 1964 and 1972 is
{ite Bahuma Banks are

[T . rate which must be
de o Lopet e Jobster stock.
vae e the wistics which led Robert
Vool coaties P cios of Miami to abserve:
: Act recentiv agned into law has an

o ndmie i desinatien the American Lobster
L eceature 7 the {Ipited States contiental
16 Uiope thisJaw does not include the spiney
poioter o plive reasen for our neighbouring
e eries o do the same, as our international
faling grounds are other nation's continental
shelves.

S Until about seven years ago, both the United
Srates and the Bahomas had a three-mile fishing
limit; then we changed to 12 miles and the
following year the Bahamas followed suit, Our
Government needs Lo try again lo gel the

[ahamas Government o pive  back our
raditionat 3t mile fishing rithis that have |
existed with continues for any yeats,

pussil)ly with each vessel paving a heense or fee
for Lthe purpese ot both crawfish and scale
fishing. ..~

The Baliamas (sovernment’s answer to Mr.
relix's absurd suppestion is the cnactment of
Tegislation by Parlimment declaring once and for
all times its sovereipgn rights over the continental
shelf of the Bahanas

It was this timely action on the part of the
Government of The Rahamas that has broupght
about such wide-spread approval from nsher-
men in New Providence and throughout the
FFamily Islands.
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